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Good Afternoon, 

We have almost made it through the first nine weeks which means half 

credit classes are ending and whole credit classes are half way done. 

Report cards will be sent home in a few weeks so be on the lookout for 

these. I have truly enjoyed getting to know your students as they drop by 

my office each day.  I hope you find this newsletter helpful this year as it is 

packed full of lots of information. Please let me know if you have any 

questions or concerns regarding your student. 

Go Panthers! 

 

Senior News 
 

Schoology 

Schoology is finally up and running for everyone. This year, I have a Schoology 

Counseling Page where I will begin to post updates. Please encourage your 

student to check this daily. Also, if your student is absent they may check 

Schoology to see what they missed in the classroom. 

 

Power School 
The Power School Parent portal is up and a letter was mailed home last week 

with your login information. You must create an account and verify that 

account through the email you listed (be sure to check your junk folder for the 

email). The students have also been given their login information. If you did not 

get your login instructions by mail you can contact the main office to get this 

information. 

 
Graduation Dress Code: 

All seniors participating in the Graduation Ceremony are required to follow the 

dress code below. Please let Mrs. Barnett know if you have any trouble securing 

these items. 

 Females: Dress (no longer than the length of the Graduation Gown), 

Black Dress Shoes 

 Males: White Button-up Shirt, Dark Colored Tie, Black Dress Pants, 

Black Belt, Black Dress Shoe 

  

Upcoming Events 
October 6 
-Work Keys Test at BHS 
October 7 
-1st & 2nd Period Exams 
October 8 
-3rd & 4th Period Exams 
-End of 1st nine weeks 
October 11-12 
-No School for Students 
October 13 
-JSU Admissions Recruiter on campus 
during lunch 
October 14 
-Advisory lesson on Writing Resumes 
October 15 
-Advisory lesson on Writing Resumes  
-Report cards mailed home 
October 18-22 

-College Application Week (Mrs. 
Barnett will be available in the Library 
all week) 
October 20 
-Shelton State Admission Recruiter in 
Library during 2nd period 
-UWA Admission Recruiter on campus 
during lunch 
October 21 

-Advisory lesson on college options 
October 22 
-“Stomp out Bullying” Wear blue for 
bullying awareness 
October 25 
-Under Age Under Arrest Program @ 
1:25 
October 27 
-UAB Admissions Recruiter on campus 
during lunch 
October 28 
-Balfour Senior Meeting about 
Graduation Supplies @ 9:00 
 
 

 

Go Panthers! 



Balfour Graduation Supplies 

Graduation will be here before you know it so we must get prepared by ordering all the necessary supplies. A 

representative from Balfour will be on campus on Wednesday, October 28th to meet with all seniors. He will discuss 

the senior fee which includes the students’ cap, gown, white stole, diploma, and diploma cover. This is a requirement 

to participate in the graduation ceremony. He will also give them the order form for the other graduation supplies, 

such as invitations, clothes, etc. These things are not required to be purchased from Balfour and are offered as 

optional purchases.  

Work Keys Test 

All seniors will take the Work Keys test on Wednesday, October 6th at BHS. They will report to the downstairs History 

and English class area when the bell rings at 7:40. Students will receive a letter with their classroom assignment for 

testing as well as some reminders on Monday, October 4th. All students should bring their ID and a calculator. They 

can also bring a snack and drink to be eaten during their break. Please encourage your student to do his/her best on 

this assessment and be at school on October 6th.  

 

October 6th is an E-Learning Day for our 9th and 11th grade students while our 10th and 12th grade students report to 

BHS for testing. All 9th and 11th grade students will complete an assignment given to them by their teacher either on 

their Schoology page or in class earlier in the week. The buses will run as normal on this day to pick up any 10th or 

12th grader coming to school; however, students will be able to check-out after completing the Work Keys test with 

an approved parent check-out note. These notes were distributed in Advisory on Thursday, September 30th. Students 

must return these notes to the Office by 3rd period Monday, October 4th to be approved. Students will not be allowed 

to check-out by phone call, email or fax this day. The Counselors will give students specific dismissal instructions once 

testing has been completed. All students will be given a sack lunch prior to dismissal.  

Work Keys Curriculum Practice 

Do you want to see what the Work Keys test is like? Would you like a way to practice for this test? Work Keys 

Curriculum is your answer. This is a website used to give you practice tests and potential scores. All seniors received 

login instructions a couple of weeks ago from Mrs. Moore, BHS Career Technical Counselor. 

Study Tips: 

 KHAN ACADEMY:  www.khanacademy.org is a wonderful resource to assist with all levels of Math 
(Kindergarten through Calculus), Science (Biology, Chemistry, and Physics), Social Studies (World History, US 
History, and Economics).  You can access this website for thousands of teaching videos and review problems 
and it is FREE! 

 

 STUDY STACK:  www.studystack.com  is another tool your student can use as a study tool.  This site requires 
you to create an account which will give you access to lots of flashcards and games created by students across 
the country about topics in every subject area. 

 

College Application Week 

We will spend time the week of October 18-22 making sure our students understand the college application process 

and have applied to their college. I will also be available to assist with completing the FAFSA. Remember, you don’t 

have to know exactly which college you plan to attend right now. This is the time that you apply to all of the colleges 

you are interested in and see which college gives you the best offer. You can always decline scholarship packages in 

the spring. Just because you apply does not mean you are committed to attending that college. A perk of applying to 

colleges this week is that many colleges in the state of Alabama waive their application fees.  

http://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.studystack.com/


We will have several colleges on campus during this week so students can speak with the Admissions Recruiter 

directly. Mrs. Barnett will also be available in the Library every day this week except Tuesday to help with college 

admissions, financial aid and scholarships or just answer college questions. Please encourage your student to take 

part in this week! 

 

Overwhelmed About College Options? 

Several students have reached out to me because they are not sure where to start with the college process.  They are 

feeling the pressure of making all of these important decisions at once.  The following website is a great tool to help 

your student find the right college to attend: 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/find-colleges/how-to-find-your-college-fit/college-search-step-by-step 

 

Visit a College 

Don’t forget you have 3 days this school year to visit a college of your choice and the absence be counted as a school 

activity. The forms for documentation are available in the Counseling Office or you may print them off from the BHS 

website. Sometimes visiting a college is all you need to make your final decision about whether that school is right for 

you. Please take advantage of this opportunity. Due to the pandemic, many colleges are creating virtual visits and 

tours. This is a wonderful opportunity to visit a college from your living room. 

 

Mercedes Mechatronics Program 

The Mechatronics Program is a wonderful oppurtunity for your student to go to Shelton and potentially earn a full-

time job at Mercedes. The deadline to apply for the Mechatronics Program is April 29, 2022. Students can visit 

www.mbusi.com/employment to apply. 

 

   ACT Fee Waivers 

   Your student may be eligible to take the ACT test at no charge if they meet one of the following guidelines: 

 They participate in the free lunch program 

 They participate in a state or federal program for low income families 

 They live in public housing 

 They live in a foster home 

 They are a ward of the state or an orphan 

 Their family meets income requirements – see www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/income-eligibility-guidelines 

 

See Mrs. Barnett if your student qualifies and she will give the fee waiver to your student. Students may only use one    

per school year. 

 

ACT Prep Classes 

Does your student want to increase their ACT test score? Remember, sometimes increasing your score by just 1 point 

can equal thousands of dollars more in scholarships. 

 

Faye Nichols ACT Prep Class is offered throughout the year. You can get more information by going to 

http://www.fayenicholsact.com.  

 

Top Level Test Prep offers classes also. Check out their information by going to 

WhitneyBono@TopLevelTestPrep.com 

 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/find-colleges/how-to-find-your-college-fit/college-search-step-by-step
http://www.mbusi.com/employment
http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/income-eligibility-guidelines
http://www.fayenicholsact.com/
mailto:WhitneyBono@TopLevelTestPrep.com


 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



Scholarship Opportunities 

 
Need Help with Scholarships? 

This free website will inform students of all scholarships 

available both nationally and locally.  www.achievealabama.org 
 

The following website can also be used to help locate potential 

scholarships.  https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-

search 
 

Student-View Scholarship Program 

Amount: Varies 

Deadline: April 30, 2022 

www.studentinsights.com 
 

University of Montevallo Outdoor Scholars Program 

Amount: From $2000-$3500 per year 

http://outdoorscholars.montevallo.edu/ 
 

Smith Scholarship 

Amount:  Varies 

Deadline: January 12, 2022 

www.smithscholarships.com 

 

Alabama Association of Federal Education Program 

Administrators 

Leo Brown Scholarship (students pursuing degree in education) 

Joan Buckley Scholarship (students pursuing degree in any area 

of their interest) 

Amount: Varies 

Deadline: October 15, 2021 

See Mrs. Barnett for application 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

College Visiting Days 
 
 

University of Montevallo 
Preview Days: 
October 11 @ 6:00 pm (Virtual) 
October 16 @ 8:30 am (in-person) 
www.montevallo.edu/previewday 
 
You Belong Days: 
October 6 @ 9:30 am 
November 17 @ 9:30 am 
www.montevallo.edu/events 
 
 
Lawson State Community College 
Fall 2021 Open House: 
November 2nd and 4th from 5:00-8:00 pm 
RSVP @ 
https://lawsonstate.formstack.com/forms/fall_open_house_2021 

 
Manufacturing Day: 
October 12th from 9:00-1:00 
www.lawsonstate.edu 

 
 
   Troy University Saturday Tours 

October 9 (Trojan Day) 
November 6 
November 20 
www.troy.edu/tours 

 
 

University of West Alabama 
Fall Preview Day: 
October 16th  
 
Saturday Tours: 
November 13th 
www.uwa.edu 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.achievealabama.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
https://www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/youth-scholarships
https://www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/youth-scholarships
http://www.smithscholarships.com/
http://www.montevallo.edu/previewday
http://www.montevallo.edu/events
https://lawsonstate.formstack.com/forms/fall_open_house_2021
http://www.lawsonstate.edu/
http://www.troy.edu/tours
http://www.uwa.edu/


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Financial Aid Updates: 

The new FAFSA is now available for completion; it opened on October 1st. The FAFSA is not hard to complete; 

however, you must be sure to enter your information accurately so it is processed quickly and without any extra 

documentation being required.  

 

It is very important to complete this as soon as possible to secure the most money for your student.  EVERY STUDENT 

who plans on attending college must complete the FAFSA regardless of your income bracket. This is now a 

requirement for graduation by the State of Alabama. The only exception is for students who are not going to 

college.  

 

Many colleges require the FAFSA be completed to receive scholarships. You are not obligated to take any of the 

funding offered to you, just simply complete the process. You will use your 2020 income tax returns to complete the 

FAFSA. There is a button that you can click which connects your FAFSA to the IRS and imports all of the information 

for you. I highly recommend this step to ensure that there are no errors. 

 

Please see the short video included at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dNv7vRmczF4 or visit www.fafsa.ed.gov 

for more information or contact me at kpbarnett@tcss.net to set up a time to do this together. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dNv7vRmczF4
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
mailto:kpbarnett@tcss.net


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

This is a wonderful Career Planning opportunity for students to take part in during this semester. 

 


